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carried on war against the House of Bourbon in France
and in Spain. Marlborough, as the General-in-Chief of
the allies, in face of the extraordinary difficulties insepar-
able from the management of a confederacy so great, so
complex, with such diverse interests, had won year after
year a series of mighty victories over the French, which
can only he compared to the crushing defeats inflicted on
the European monarchies a hundred years later by
Napoleon Bonaparte. At tho moment when Queen
Arme dismissed Qodolphin, the groat 'English general
had Louis XIV at his mercy, With the fall of the Whigs
all was changed. France once more raised her head. The
allies heard tho news from London with profound dismay,
The Dutch exchanged their ordinary phlegm for anger
and consternation. But Bolingbroko and Barley did not
shrink. The victorious soldier, whose caruor for so many
years had boon an unbroken tab of triumph in marches,
sieges, battles, and negotiations, was dismissed from his
commands, as if he were tho worst of public offenders,
instead of being tho deliverer of Europe and tho glory of
his country, Tho deposition of Marlborough was as
truly one chief aim in pushing the Peace of Utrecht, as
one chief aim in tho Peace of Paris fifty years later was
the deposition of Pitt, In days of a settled dynasty like
our own, it is hard to realise tho apprehensions inspired
by Marlborough's ascendancy. But in 1710 Oliver Crom-
well had been dead little more than fifty years. Men
were nearer to the Protectorate than we are to the great
Reform Bill, All tho circumstances of the Protectorate
were living facts in the memory of the nation, There
was nothing incredible or unimaginable in tho notion of
a, great soldier seizing the authority of the State. Marl-